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SOME GENERAT, REMARKS

The present paper is intended to characterize the voealic systems of English
and, Polish from the point of view of the placement of particular vowels
either in stressed or unstressed syllables. Thus, the apprnach adopted in the
paper 1s syllabic. It is also assumed that the syllable is a phonological unit
In the sense that it scrves as “the most convenient framework for describing
the distribution of phonemes” (Haugen 1956 : 216). Moreover, for purposes
of the present paper among syllables only those containing simple peaks, i.e.,
those syllables with simple vowels functioning as nuclei, will be discussed.

As far as stress is concerned we assume that both in English and Polish
stress is of the emphatic or dynamic (expiratory) type, i.e., in a given poly-
syllabic word a stressed syllable is distinguished from unstressed syllables
either preceding the stressed one or following it by putting & greater emphasis
on its pecak (Wierzchowska 1971 : 216-7; Doroszewski 1963). However, some
authors also postulate the existence of the tonic or melodic stress, i.e., when
the stressed syllable is distinguished from the unstressed one by difference
in tone (Jassem : 1962¢). Since the existence of tone is impossible without
emphasis therefore it scems appropriate to treat the stress as being of the
mixed emphatic-tonic nature both for English and Polish.

As far as the inventory of the English vowel phonemes is concerned our
analysis will comprise the system of Present-Day Standard British English
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vowels as defined by Daniel Jones. It should also he pointed out that no
reference will be made to other existing varieties of English.

Thus, we assume that the vocalic system of Standard British English
contains the following phonemes: fi:, i, e, &, 4, a1, 2, o1, w, w, 9, af.

The vocalic system of Polish, in turn, comprises of the following phonemes:
i, 1, e, a, o, uft.

Moreover, for the purposes of our paper we find it useful to distinguish
the following main types of syllables:

1. stressed or tonic syllables JTS/,

2. unstressed syllables /UnfS/,

The latter may be further subdivided into:

2.1. pre-tonic syllables [PRS/,

2.2. post-tonic syllables [PTS/,

Within the pre-tonic type of syllables we may distinguish:

2.1.a. remote preceding syllable /RPS/, i.e., the syllable that is followed by
another unstressed syllable preceding the tonic syllable, e.g., kodifi'keifon,
kowo'vrotek;

2.1.b. adjacent preceding syllable fAPS/,1.¢., the syllable that 1s immediately
adjacent to the tonic syllable, e.g. fa'giv, ka’valer.

Similarly with the pre-tonic syllables the post-tonie syllables may be
further subdivided into: ‘

2.2.a., adjacent following syllable JAFS/, i.c., the syllable that immediately
follows the tonic syllable, e.g. ikhs’pwnfon, 'krova;

2.2 b. remote following syllable /RFS/, i.e., the syllable that is either final
in the set of post-tonic syllables or is preceded by another unstressed syllable,
e.g. eks'plowativ, re’torika.

I. The distributional characteristics of English and Polish vowels fune-
tioning as peaks of the tonic syliables [TS/.

English: Polish:
fi:f fif
eaf 1t : vlora ’ikra
beat 'bi:t ling ’lina

L Cf. Krzeszowskl, . P. 1870; see alzo Doroszewski, W. 1963, and Klemensiowiesz,
Z. 1962, p. 19. It should be pointed out that the so-called nasal vowels (g) and (¢) as
distinguished, among others, by Dorosrewski and Klemonsicwicz are interpreied by Ja-
gsermn and Krzeszowski ag combinations of a vowel plus a subsequent nasal consonant.
Thie point of view is adopted here.
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fif | Jif

tdiom  'idiem bysy ‘wisi
lithic  '1ifik syla  'ziwa,

fef fef

enter ‘ente ' efekit 'efekt
ten  ‘ten lewa 'leva
feef faf

act =k apel ‘apel

cat ket kara ‘kara
In] - jof

ullage 'Alidz oko 'oko
brush 'bruf fos 'wog

fa) fuf

artist ‘atist wkion ‘"ukwon
bard 'ba:d sol  ‘sul

o/ Below is a diagram representing the

obligunt ‘obligant occurrence of English and Polish vowels

top "top in tonic syllables:
la;é o English | in | Polish | in
?: er *F. 2] Vowels TS Vowels TS
orr  ‘'hom —
i: + 1 +
fu/ i - i i %
t ‘put 2 i - ()
Pu pll 90 —I— il +
foot  "fut A o o =
fi a: g i ua e
o =
shoot ’fut 1} “+
shoe [ = T
u: =
o a; o
wre ‘e - — s
tarn  'ton Flg 1

As follows from the above diagram [ef does not function as a peak of the tonic
syllables in English.

2. The distributional characteristies of English and Polish vowels fune-
tioning as peaks of pre-tonic syllables /RPS and APS/.

g+
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English:

fiif

demonetization di: manitai’zei [on

resection Ti{:)'sekfon

‘{i; - [ -
elicitation 1 ,ligi'teion
histology his'tolodz:

el -
epexegetic e peksi’dzgetik
keptagonal heptegonl

feef

acataleptic = ketoloptik/sefijof

ancillary  een'silorl

!ﬂ j APgh g
unalterability An jo:lbera"biliti
Callinan ka‘linen

fa:f o
articulation a: tikju'lei[on
carbonic  ka:'bonik

!O : /f » -
authentication o: Oenti’keifon
torment fv.] toment

fof
solidity  so’liditi

fuf
refutability refjute’hilita
moustache wmus'ta: [ fuflfef

fuz/

municipalily mju(:) nisi‘peeliti

luctdity  Tu:'siditi
fo:]

personification pe: ,sonifi’keifon fo:f

turbidify to:'bidita
fof

gbomination o bomi'neifon

convince lkon'vins

volatization vo lmtilai’zeifon fof|fof

Polish:

il

matologie  mito’logja
liczydlo 1i't]|idwo

fif _ ‘
peychologia  psixo’logja
tymozasem  tim'tfasem
fe

Telimena teli'mena
tematy temati

faf

arytmetyka  arit'metika
maskotla maskotka

fof |
ogorzaly ogo'zawi
kobiyte Kko'biwa

fuf s
sumaryczny suma’rit {ni
hultura Kkul'tura

fol
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As can be noticed some English vowels in the above unstressed positions are
subject to qualitative as well as quantitative changes, viz. [i:/lfif (] is to be
read as “alternates with”); fwf|fef; fo/Ife/; fuf|fe/, and fo:f|fe/.

These changes are due to the fact that in the unstressed syllables vowels
tend to lose their original length, ie., the length attributed to them in the
tonic syllables, and are even reduced either to the central neutral vowel fof or
to the front short fi/. As far as the Polish vowels are conecerned they are not,
contrary to HEnglish vowels, subject to qualitative changes, although they
undergo certain quantitative changes, i.e., their sonority is not as hig as is
the case in the tonic syllables, their tone is lower as compared with the tone of
stressed peaks, and they tend to be shorter.

3. The distributional characteristics of English and Polish vowels fune-
bioning as peaks of the post-tonic syllables /AFS and RFS/.

English: Polish;
fizf fif
Banfield 'banfi:ld katolék  ka’tolik
acefylene o'setilim, krytyki®  'kritiki
fif fif

baldric ‘'ho:ldrik akustyke a'kustika
balcony 'balkeni akustycy a'kustifsi
fef fef

godsend ’'godsend ratlerek ra‘tlerek
abdomen ‘mbdamen medykiem 'medicem

feef faf

hareback "beshamk droge ‘droga
ballyrag ‘belirseg mechantka me'xapika
[n ] fof

bankrupt "henkrapt /A [|fo] wesolo  veo'sowo
Gorboduc 'go:badak plastyko  ‘plastiko
fazf fuf

grandma  ‘grenma; dachy ‘dayu
addressograph  o'dresougra:f /a:/|/ef

fo:]

gemshorn ‘gemzhom
Baltimore ‘bo:ltimo:

? It should he mentioned here that as a Tule the stress in Polish words falls on the pe-

nult. But there are exeeptions to this rule, viz, in some loan words, particularly of Greek
origin, the stress falls on the third syllable from the end of the word. The worda have the

following endings: -ika, -yka, -ik, -yk. For some further details see Wieczorkiewioz, B,
1971, pp. 56 - 7. |
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English:

fof

bandbox ‘haendboks
homologue ‘homelog
fuf

glandular  ‘glendjule
Hilversum ‘hilvesam fuf|fef
ju

globule ‘globju:l
absolute ‘absalut
forf

adwverb ‘mdva:b
gallows-bird 'gelouzbe:d
fof

banner "baens
barbican "ba;bikan

Also in the post-tonic syllables some English vowels alternate with shorter
vowels. Thus, /A [ife/, Ja:f|/®{, and fuf|fsf.

4. Some concluding remarks.

The above short presentation of English and Polish vowels has enabled

us to arrive at the following conclusions:

a) all English vowcls may funetion as peaks of both pretonic and post-tonic
syllables;

b) all long vowels of English exhibit the tendency to alternate either with

of or i/ when occurring in the unstressed syllables;

¢) the change of the quality of a given long vowel in the unstressed syllable
is a characteristic feature distinguishing the unstressed syllables from
the unstressed syllables, apart from greater emphasis the peaks of the
latter roceive;

d) the occurrence of English vowels whose quality remains unchanged in
the unstressed syllables is restricted to a limited number of words most of
which are borrowings. However, there is now a tendency in English to
reduce their length and to replace them by the ceatral neutral vowel [af;

o) the occurrence of fof is limited to unstressed syllables exclusively ?;

f) no Polish vowels change their quality in unstressed syllables;

g) on the other hand, all Polish vowels tend to undergo certain quanti-
tative changes in the unstressed position (cf. section 2).

3 "The occurrence of {8) in the so-callod eentring diphthong (ie} is not taken into consi-
deration here.
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