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Abstract. Recent Dutch and Flemish poetry shows many reactions and reflections on the
bloody Yugoslav drama of the late twentieth century. The wars in former Yugoslavia
were close to home. Also, the Dutch and Belgian military were involved in the events.
Furthermore, the media played a crucial role by involving entire populations in the
conflict as virtual eyewitnesses. Some poets rely on the poetics of fascination and disgust
for violence as set out by the renowned Dutch poet Armando. Others prefer the almost
silent mourning for the condition humaine. Some prefer implicit pacifist engagement, others
express explicit political judgements. The dominant impression is the need of so many poets
to react, reaffirming thus the belief in the strength of words as the only weapon of dignity.

Keywords: war poetry; modern Dutch and Flemish poetry; Yugoslavia

1. Inleiding

Hoewel er sinds het einde van de Tweede Wereldoorlog haast ononderbroken
ergens in de wereld gewapende conflicten werden uitgevochten - men denke aan
Korea, Vietnam, Palestina en Irak - heeft geen enkel zulke sporen achtergelaten
in de Nederlandstalige literatuur als het Balkanconflict van de jaren negentig.
Het meest traumatische daaraan was dat het in al zijn hevigheid en barbaarsheid
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