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Adjustment to change in the book publishing industry:
The case of NB Publishers at the turn of the Millennium

Abstract. South Africa experienced accelerated political change after 1990. Authors, artists
and cultural managers have been adapting to this political transformation, which also
altered complex interrelated patterns in the field of cultural production. Book publishers,
previously shielded to some degree by government spending from international trends in
the industry, were compelled to adjust drastically when government expenditure on books
dropped by more than 80% between 1996 and 1998. For most local publishers, the adjust-
ment was urgent and necessary in order to survive. Simultaneously, they were exploring
new freedoms and opportunities flowing from the transition, and also facilitating
the gradual forging of new identities in the cultural and literary landscape. Some publishers
are now less likely to be exclusively defined by language or a fixed cultural identity, and
perhaps more so by their positioning within the structure of the publishing industry. This
article documents some of the changes at one particular publishing house, NB Publishers.
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1. Vooraf

Die laaste dekade van die vorige eeu was vir Suid-Afrikaanse kunstenaars en
kulturele bemiddelaars ’n tyd van deurlopende aanpassing by ’n veranderende
omgewing. Die langsame aanloop tot verskuiwing in die politieke magsver-
houding het versnel toe F.W. de Klerk in 1990 die noodtoestand beëindig en die
verbod op bevrydingsorganisasies opgehef het. Nelson Mandela is uit aanhouding


